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PRESS RELEASE

Nikola Tesla — A Bridge of Friendship Between
Serbia and the United States of America

Philadelphia — July 12, 2026

The Consul General of the Republic of Serbia in New York, Dr. Vladimir Bozovi¢, opened a
Ceremonial Academy marking the 170th anniversary of the birth of Nikola Tesla and the
250th anniversary of the independence of the United States of America, organized by the

Tesla Science Foundation and the Consulate General of the Republic of Serbia in New York.

The Ceremonial Academy, held in historic Philadelphia — the city where American
democracy was born — brought together a large number of scientists, professors, engineers,
writers, artists, students, representatives of the Serbian diaspora, the diplomatic corps, the
Foreign Consuls Association of Philadelphia, local authorities, as well as numerous admirers
of the life and work of Nikola Tesla from the United States, Serbia, the region, Europe, and
other parts of the world.

During the multi-day conference, a rich scientific, cultural, and educational program was
presented, dedicated to the life, scientific work, and universal legacy of Nikola Tesla, as well
as his immeasurable contribution to the development of modern science, technology, and
civilization. Participants spoke about the significance of Tesla’s discoveries, his role in
connecting peoples and cultures, and the importance of preserving his legacy through

education, culture, and work with young generations.

The program featured numerous participants from the fields of science, culture, art, and
education whose work contributes to preserving and promoting Tesla’s legacy. Rada
Komazec, a journalist, publicist, and director of a Serbian news-publishing house in Kosovo
and Metohija, presented the film “Nikola Tesla’s Contribution to the Development of
America,” which portrays the significance of Tesla’s discoveries for the development of the

United States and his lasting impact on world science and technology.
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Presentations were also given by Milka Kajgani¢, who spoke about the anthology
“Inspirations” (“Nadahnuc¢a”) dedicated to Tesla and his people; Neda Duki¢ Borojevi¢ with
a poetic reflection titled “To the Genius from Lika”; Jelena M. Ciri¢ with the topic “City of
Silence, Line of Light”; Mihajlo Arsenijevi¢ with a talk titled “Tesla in Philadelphia™; as well
as multimedia artist Aleksandra Kokotovi¢, who presented the art film “The Guardian

Between Two Skies.”

Special attention during the conference was devoted to the importance of education and
inspiring young generations through Tesla’s work. Professor Jadranko Danilovi¢ presented
the significance of the Nikola Tesla Science Clubs and the role of cultural diplomacy in
promoting Tesla’s legacy. Bogdana Brezovac spoke about the mission and activities of the

Serbian Educational and Cultural Society “Prosvjeta” in Germany.

The educational program also featured the projects of Vladislava Burkovi¢, “Generation of
Tesla’s Code — A Four-Year Pedagogical Algorithm,” and Zeljana Radoji¢i¢ Lukié¢, “Tesla’s
Children,” part of the “Happy Learning” methodology, as well as remarks by Aleksandra
Mosurovi¢ on the role of young people in preserving Tesla’s legacy through knowledge,

culture, and connecting people.

The conference also showcased film projects inspired by Tesla’s life and work, including the
short art film “Letter to Mother,” created by high school students from Republika Srpska in

cooperation with the Serbian Educational and Cultural Society “Prosvjeta” from Germany.

In opening the Ceremonial Academy, Consul General BoZovi¢ emphasized that the two great
anniversaries symbolically connect the values that have shaped the modern world —

freedom, knowledge, creativity, innovation, and faith in the power of the human spirit.

“In a time of complex global challenges, Tesla’s philosophy speaks to us more
powerfully than ever. We need people who build bridges, not walls; who unite
instead of divide; who choose dialogue over conflict, and who, through knowledge,

mutual respect, and cooperation, build a more peaceful, safer, and more prosperous
future,”

— Consul General BozZovié¢
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As part of the Ceremonial Academy, the Consul General of the Republic of Serbia in New
York, Dr. Vladimir Bozovi¢, presented Ashley Redfearn Neswick, CEO of American
Paradigm Schools, with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Consulate General of the
Republic of Serbia in New York, in recognition of her exceptional contribution to preserving
and promoting the life and work of Nikola Tesla around the world, as well as her long-
standing dedication to educational initiatives that nurture Tesla’s scientific and cultural

legacy.

The ceremonial opening of the academy was also attended by the Ambassador of the

Republic of Serbia to the United States of America, Dragan Sutanovac.

During his stay in Philadelphia, Consul General BoZovi¢ was a guest of the Foreign Consuls
Association of Philadelphia at a diplomatic reception organized by the Consulate of the
Republic of Fiji. On that occasion, he met with representatives of the diplomatic corps, local

institutions, and the international community.

On the final day of the event, the feast day of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul — Petrovdan
— Divine Liturgy was celebrated at St. Nicholas Church in Philadelphia, after which a

cultural and artistic program and a social gathering of conference participants were held.

Addressing those present after the Divine Liturgy, Consul General Bozovi¢ emphasized that
Nikola Tesla is much more than one of the greatest scientists in human history — he

represents a symbol of the connection between Serbia and the United States of America.

“Serbia gave Nikola Tesla his spiritual roots — faith and family shaped his character
— while America gave him the opportunity to turn his genius into work that changed
the world. That is precisely why Nikola Tesla is not only a symbol of Serbian genius
and American scientific progress — he is the strongest bridge of friendship between
Serbia and the United States of America.”

Consul General Bozovi¢ emphasized that Tesla’s legacy represents one of the best platforms
for further strengthening Serbian-American relations, based on truth, mutual respect, and

strategic partnership.
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He particularly pointed to the contribution of numerous Serbs to the development of
American society — from great scientists and inventors to countless workers, engineers,
entrepreneurs, and immigrants who, through their knowledge, work, and dedication, took

part in building modern America.

The Consulate General of the Republic of Serbia in New York will continue, in cooperation
with the Serbian community, American partners, and friends of Serbia, to actively contribute
to strengthening relations between the Republic of Serbia and the United States of America,
affirming the universal values that Nikola Tesla embodied through his life and work —

knowledge, freedom, creativity, responsibility, cooperation, and peace.
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